An update on new anticoagulants.
A variety of new anticoagulants for the prevention and treatment of venous and arterial thromboembolism are under development. Designed to overcome the limitations of heparin and vitamin K antagonists, these new agents are at various stages of clinical testing. This paper reviews venous and arterial thrombogenesis, discusses the regulation of coagulation, identifies the molecular targets for new anticoagulants, describes new anticoagulants in more advanced stages of clinical testing, and provides perspective on how these agents will impact on practice.